
About the Book
Tap, tap, tap! Someone is knocking on Floridius Bloom’s 
wall. Is it that bothersome wigglyfluff come to steal his 
prized cherriflox? Tap, tap, plop! Or what Floridius fears 
most, the Monsters of Gloom come to steal his light—the 
only light on the planet of Gloom?

This gentle picture book illuminates the importance of 
friendship, sharing, connection, and interdependence on a 
planet that could use a little more light.

“...Metz's use of playful words speaks to 
preschoolers' penchants for concocting their
own secret language.”
                                       Publishers Weekly

About the Guide
From monster costumes to monster discussions, you’ll find 
projects that can be used with the very youngest (yes, 
pre-schoolers can perform sound effects) to 3rd, 4th and 
even 5th graders (as with the play and reader’s theatre).

To download more projects, educational links and even a 
coloring sheet, visit the website at: www.lorijometz.com.

DISCUSSION GUIDE
Dial Books For Young Readers

Shining so brightly
it pierced Gloom’s gray night,
	 and Floridius thought,
 “I must have this Light!”

	 So a wall he began
	 and he built it so tall,
  that it captured the Light—
	 	 encircled it all.

A tiny star fell
to the planet of  Gloom,
	 into the yard
	 of  Floridius Bloom. 
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WHAT IS A MONSTER?
1st – 3rd grade

Suggested discussion to follow the reading of
 Floridius Bloom and the Planet of Gloom

(Before the discussion: Ask the students to volunteer ideas of 
monster-like characteristics. Make a list of these characteristics 
where, as on a chalkboard, they can be viewed by all and referred 
to at the end of the discussion.)

In Floridius Bloom and the Planet of Gloom, Floridius dreams about 
the Monsters. He fears they are coming to steal his light. Later on, 
he fears that Zrill is leading him straight to the Monsters. Since 
Floridius fears that Zrill is leading him to the Monsters, he must not 
think that Zrill is monster--right? So, let’s talk about what makes 
the Monsters of Gloom, monsters!

1) Is it because they are larger than Floridius and Zrill?
i) Do you know someone who is larger than you?

Is he/she a monster?

2) Is it because they are a different color than Floridius and Zrill?
i) Do you know someone whose skin color is different from 

yours? 
Is he/she a monster?

3) Is it because they live outside Floridius’ wall?
i) Do you know somebody who lives outside your town or 

even your country?
Is he/she a monster?

4) So – what makes a monster a monster? 
i) Is it because of how he/she looks?
ii) Where he/she lives?
iii) What he/she eats? (Well… maybe!)
iv) How he/she acts?

5) What things do Floridius, Zrill and the monsters have in
common? 

6) What are the differences among Floridius, Zrill and the
monsters?

7) One definition of the word, monster, is: a terrifying (as in scary!) 
and dangerous creature. When do you think Floridius Bloom would 
use this definition “terrifying and dangerous” to describe the Mon-
sters of Gloom? 

i) Before he follows Zrill out from behind his wall?
or

ii) After he has met the monsters?

8) What can we learn from this discussion? (Jot down the
student’s observations. For younger students you can simply
list them aloud.)

While it is always important to remember the rule: Never talk to 
strangers, sometimes we meet new people in safe situations. Consider 
when a new student joins our classroom or a new kid moves in down 
the street from us. Even though we are comfortable with our own 
friends or the students in our class, having someone new join the pic-
ture can be scary. So, what can we learn from Floridius Bloom? The 
next time you meet a new student (or a new kid on the block) how 
will you judge him/her?

• by how tall or short he/she is? - Why?
• by the color of his/her skin? - Why?
• by the country he/she comes from? - Why?

Or
• Will you take time to get to know him/her? - Why?

(After the discussion: Referring to the list of monster-like characteristics, ask 
the students which characteristics might now be removed from the list. Or, 

create a second list and compare the two.)
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Smiling 
Zrill-like Faces

Projects
Drama
Download the Play or Reader’s theatre script at www.lorijometz.com (Free!). I encourage you to have fun and
experiment. Add music, characters, and your own lines. The scripts are meant to provide a jumping off point for 
creativity.

Music
Ask for volunteers to perform sound effects such as tap, tap, clunk or Kerplunk, kerplunk, kerplunk. Wood Blocks work 
well for this.

Art
Make Monster costumes (aka: the lights on their heads) Take two colorful pipe cleaners (chenile stems) and twist to-
gether end to end to make the circular base. Take a third pipe cleaner; wrap one end around a pom pom and attach to 
the base. Add two or three more “lights” to your monster costume.
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About the Author

When Lorijo Metz was two years old, legend has it her 
mother visited an old gypsy woman. The Gypsy 
(possibly 29, maybe even 30-years-ancient) told her 
mother three things:

1st: Her oldest child was born under a lucky star.
2nd:The middle child was destined to be a musician.
3rd: Her youngest child, Lorijo, would be a writer.

Not one to believe in gypsies, magic, or anything outside 
Wisconsin, her mother chose to accept these fortunes 
(Perhaps believing that it was better to embrace good 
fortune than ignore it).  And although Lorijo was all-but-
two and showed no signs of writing anything, save for 
scribbles on the wall, from that moment forward her 
mother introduced her as, “My daughter the writer.”

Books can be purchased at your local bookstore, online or 
through Dial Books for Young Readers at: 

http://us.penguingroup.com

For more information on Author visits
go to: www.lorijometz.com

email: coffeewriter@me.com
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